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Correction/Clarification Of Subscriptions
In last week’s edition, it was

printed that the annual dual sub-
scription rate for the upcoming
monthly print and online edi-
tions of The Pulse is $50. The
amount should be $40. News-
stand price will be $2.

Neoma Williams, publisher/
editor of The Pulse, says that
she’s anticipating the monthly
edition to be, on occasion,  more
than the routine eight pages.

She adds that the online edi-
tion should have news that
arises between print editions.

Williams does say that she

won’t be tied to any particular
schedule for the editions. “This
deadline mode I’ve lived with
for more than 30 years can take
a toll on one’s life,” said Will-
iams.

“I’ve planned my life around
this newspaper far too long.”

And, it’s disheartening at
times to collect news. For some
who’ve made Hart their home
for years, their interest in read-
ing the newspaper and making
news available to it is depend-
able.  But, for many, who
haven’t been raised to read

newspapers, especially their
hometown newspaper, and/or
who work in Hart but don’t live
here, or who live in Hart but
don’t work here...the newspaper
is only something they pick up
at the newsstand (or read some-
body else’s paper) on occasion.

“A trend I’ve noticed in some
area newspapers over the last
ten years is that the people who
own the newspaper  have finally
sold it (some stay in their home-
town and some move on) to
people who don’t live in the towns
covered by the newspaper. They
hire somebody to run the news-
paper, and often it’s not done well.
Among the reasons for this, I’d
guess, is that these owners are
only interested in profits and
wouldn’t dare live in these small
towns because of the changes that
have taken place over the last 20-
30 years.”

2013 Ladyhorn Basketball Team - back row, from the left, Marissa Godino, Kaitlyn Sweet, Lilibeth
Nuñez, Audrey Samaniego and Alicia dela Cruz. Middle row, l to r, Anna Macias, Danielle Godino,
Cailin Neudorf, I’Lyne Marquez, Leandra Perez, Desearay Saucedo, Abigal Rosas and Camrie
Neudorf. In the front are managers Lilly Ramirez, Abigail Samaniego and Candyce Neudorf.

County Commissioners Hold
Meeting With County Committee
To Ponder Courthouse Facility

Last Thursday evening, a group of Castro County residents,
most of whom were named to a Courthouse Committee, met with
the Commissioners Court in the Courthouse District Courtroom.
Commissioners are Tom McLain, Pct. 1; Tim Elliott, Pct. 2; Steve
Smith, Pct. 3; and Dan Schmucker, Pct. 4.

County Judge Carroll Gerber, who moderates meetings of   the
Commissioners Court,  told those present that in November of
2011, the Court became concerned with the safety of the struc-
ture of the courthouse. The original portion of the courthouse was
completed in  1939 during the Great Depression. An addition/
renovation occurred in 1971 and renovation of the district court-
room, jury room and restroom was done in 2002.

Gerber said that the Court contacted the Lubbock office of
Parkhill, Smith and Cooper,  a civil engineering and architectural
design firm. In August 2012, the firm presented reports to the
Commissioners Court.

One proposal to construct a new courthouse on a new site (in-
cluding a 24-bed jail) is $13,090,000.

To build on the present site, the proposed cost would be
$13,792,000, which includes demolition of the present courthouse
and temporary inmate housing, transportation and temporary
courthouse use. (Gerber said that he’d spoken with a Dimmitt
ISD official and had been told the old junior high school facility
in Dimmitt would be available to house courthouse offices.)

And, the proposed cost to renovate and modernize the existing
courthouse and jail would be $10,479,000.

Gerber said that  lead and asbestos have been found in the ex-
isting building, which would need to be abated or covered.

Commissioner Smith said that he thinks a new courthouse could
be built for less than the proposals call for.

Gerber added that he’d like to see a stand-alone jail separate
from the courthouse, or a law-enforcement center for the County,
Dept. of Public Safety and also for probation and parole officers.
He suggested a 36-bed facility. Also, he said that likely a bond
election would need to be held.

The current jail has 18 beds, with three cells for females. If
necessary, there could be a maximum of 16 inmates housed, as
the  State Jail Commission requires one bed always be available
for  males  and one for females. If a female prisoner is housed,
that affects the number of prisoners allowed.

The jail has frequently been full, according to Gerber, and the
overflow goes to Bailey and/or Parmer Counties at a cost of $36
a day, plus transportation costs.

JUDGE SAYS PRESENT COURTHOUSE IS MADE OF CONCRETE
Gerber said that the present courthouse (the third courthouse

since the County’s founding) is made of concrete, and the plumb-
ing and wiring are encased in concrete. He said that there are four
bathrooms on the first floor that can’t be repaired because of this
encasement. He said that because of the lack of bathroom facili-
ties near the County Courtroom, that all court sessions are held in
the district courtroom on the second floor.

And, only one toilet of the
public men’s bathroom on the
first floor works.

“Space is a problem,” said
Gerber. He mentioned that are
four annexes for employees:
extension offices;  county audi-
tor, county treasurer and DPS;

and appraisal district and County
supervision (probation and pa-
role) offices are housed in one
building. The old Cobbs build-
ing is vacant, but owned by the
County. It had been used for
county supervision, but this dept.
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