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Judge: Committee Advises To Hold Off On
New Jail Or Jail-Courthouse Combo

A select committee of resi-
dents from across Castro
County, have, according to a
story in the Castro County News
reported by John Brooks, in the
words of County Judge Carroll
Gerber, “...advised to hold off
on plans for a new jail or jail-
courthouse combination.

“The consensus was to take
care of what we have and wait
until revenue comes in before
doing anything major,” said
Gerber.

The revenue, which could be
over $1 million a year over the
next ten years, would come
from at least three wind energy
farms planned and being built
in the County. (However, The

Pulse notes that there are ten-
year tax abatements in place for
some of these projects.)
Gerber said that the Lincoln
project is near completion in
Deaf Smith County, and Castro
County would be next. Tri- Glo-
bal is working on its project near
Nazareth and is conducting
studies on the Easter project.

At a December committee
meeting in the Courthouse,
Gerber reported that the Jail is
often over capacity, and inmates
are farmed out to neighboring
County jails.

And, the Courthouse itself,
built in 1939 as a WPA project
of the New Deal, presents prob-

lems because of its age and out-
moded utility systems.

At the Jan. 27 meeting of the
Commissioners Court, it was
noted that the elevator had been
out of service. And, a faulty
valve, worn out after 75 years,
caused part of the heating sys-
tem to quit working.

Several of the restooms in the
courthouse are in need of repair.
Gerber said Ken Gearn and
David Gonzales of Hereford are
working on retrofitting the bath-
room plumbing. Gerber said
that the fixtures in the bath-
rooms will be replaced or re-
paired.

In other business, the Com-
missioners signed off on a mu-

tual aid agreement between the
Castro County and Swisher
County Sheriffs’ Departments.

Sheriff Sal Rivera said that the
agreement will allow Castro
County officrs to go into
Swisher County, and vice versa,
to investigate criminal activity.
The County has a similar agree-
ment with Parmer County.

Commssioners agreed for
Rivera to go out for bids for a
new pickup or SUV.

“We really need a four-wheel
drive pickup or SUV,” said
Rivera. He cited the need for
such vehcles during snow-
storms and weather causing
muddy roads.

Rivera presented a required

racial profiling report. He said
that the Sheriff’s office doesn’t
have a problem with racial pro-
filing. The report has to do wth
traffic stops. “When you stop
somebody, you don’t know
what race they are.”

The County voted to move a
certificate of deposit from
People’s Bank to First United
Bank. The CD, worth
$143,205.95, h ad been earning
1.14% interest over 12 months.
The new rate for a 12-month CD
at People’s Bank would have
been 0.40%, and First United
offered 0.70%.

Commissioners are Steve
Smith, Tom McLain, Tim Elliott
and Dan Schmucker.
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