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Massachusetts Couple Moves To Hart

Donna Lee and Merton Knightly
Merton and Donna Lee

Knightly moved to Hart in Janu-
ary of this year to be near their
son, Ken Milus, and his wife,
Vickie, and family.

Merton was born in New
Hampshire, and raised in
Maine. He has two brothers liv-
ing in Maine, one sister living
in New Hampshire, and one sis-
ter living in Florida. During his
four-year enlistment in the Air
Force, Merton was a Turret Sys-
tems Mechanic on the B-52 air-
craft, and was stationed in San
Antonio, Denver, Shreveport,
and then Wichita Falls. After his
discharge from the Air Force, he
returned to Texas to enroll at
LeTourneau College (which
later became LeTourneau Uni-
versity), to pursue a course in
Linotype Technology.
LeTourneau is a private, Chris-
tian, Interdenominational Uni-
versity, located in Longview,
Texas. It is named for its
founder, R.G. LeTourneau, a
world-renowned inventor and
manufacturer of large earth-
moving equipment.

After Merton completed his
two-year program at
LeTourneau, he worked for 25
years as a Linotype Operator,

setting type on Law and Medi-
cal Journals for Heffernan Press,
a book publisher in Worcester,
Massachusetts. (The invention
of the Linotype machine in 1885
revolutionized the printing in-

dustry, because type could now
be set by machine much faster
than by hand. Today, however,
most type is now set digitally,
by computer.) After Heffernan
Press closed its business during
the recession, Merton worked
another 22 years doing building
maintenance, retiring in January
this year.

Donna Lee had called Leices-
ter, Massachusetts,  home for
more than 30 years before mov-
ing to Hart. Leicester’s name
(pronounced LES-TER) is of
English derivation, as are the
names of many towns in the
New England area. She says the
town’s population is just under
11,000, and the countryside is
“just beautiful,” especially with
the trees, and the colorful foli-
age in the fall. After graduating
from high school, she became a
secretary for two separate com-
panies in the area. She had also
worked at a college, and was an
Exercise Guide at a Curves for
Women Exercise Center. She
has two sisters and a brother

who live in the Leicester area,
and another brother and his
wife, who live in Arizona.

While living in Leicester,
Donna Lee and Merton were
members of an Independent
Baptist Church, called
Lifesource Church (previously
named Temple Baptist Church
before the name was changed).
Merton had formerly been
raised in the Advent Christian
Church, in Auburn, Maine,
while Donna Lee grew up in the

Lutheran Church, in Auburn,
Massachusetts. Merton was an
early member of Lifesource
Church, having participated in
the actual construction of the
building in 1974. After Donna
Lee’s first husband died in an
auto accident, she and her two
sons, Ken (13) and Jay (11) be-
gan attending services at
Lifesource Church, where she
and Merton first met. Ken and
Jay were enrolled in a Sunday
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