By Alvin Petty,
refired area minister

Once, long, long, ago, a
young princess named Sarah
demanded that she be allowed
to choose her own husband. Fi-
nally, her father, the king, al-
lowed her to do so. She fell in
love with a low born wood cut-
ter. But his parents were the salt
of the earth. And Joseph, the
woodcutter, was strong, hand-
some, loving and noble of heart.

When the King saw Joseph’s
nobility of character, he gave
Sarah permission to marry him,
knowing his daughter would be
happy. But, for three nights be-
fore the wedding, the angel of
death appeared to Sarah in a
dream saying, “When you have
been married exactly a year,
your husband will die!”

On their first anniversary, af-
ter Joseph went into the woods
to work, Sarah saw the angel of
death sitting in her front yard.
She went to him and pleaded for
Joseph’s life, but the deadly har-
binger said, “No! I warned you,
and when he comes home from
work, I will take him.”

Sarah fled to the wooded hills
where a wise seer-sage,Satern
the Seer, lived in a cave. His
knowledge of death and the af-
terlife was legendary. Ex-
hausted, she finally found him;
and for the rest of the day, he
took her on a spiritual journey
of questions and thought that
helped her to see the truth of
death and the life after. She
found comfort, release from fear
and finally, how to triumph over
death. Perhaps the greatest truth
of several that he taught her was
to become aware of the soul.

Life is full of illusion that is a
subtle form of magic that hides
reality from us. Take a piece of
ice, a snowflake and a cloud of
steam and upon seeing them you
are asked, “Do you see any wa-
ter?” If you say “no,” you have
been deceived by the illusion.
But if you say yes, you have
seen through the illusion to the
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reality that all three in essence
are water. Death is the greatest
illusion of all that we must see
through to the reality of the mat-
ter.

“Sarah,” said Satern the Seer,
“you knew Joseph would die
within a year and yet you mar-
ried him, why?”

“Because, I truly loved him, I
saw his goodness and nobility
of soul.”

Satern replied, “You saw his
essence, his soul. True love is
recognizing someone else’s soul
and joining your soul to theirs.
The soul is eternal. It is our con-
sciousness and it can never die.
It comes from God, is connected
to God and returns to God. To
join another in love is commun-
ion that can never be lost.”

“We bury the dead or cremate
them and we see it done, so we
believe in death. Our eyes never
see the soul, but our heart, our
spirit, does. You can stop believ-
ing your eyes; death is an illu-

sion. The eternity of the soul is
the reality to see. The Apostle
in I Corinthians 15 taught that
when the physical body dies, we
are immediately raised a spiri-
tual body.

Our main duty in life is to get
to know our own souls and the
beauty that can be found in the
souls of others. Getting to know
our own soul, becoming aware
that the Kingdom or Rule and
Power of God abides, there is
called the first resurrection in
the book of revelation.

Death has no power over
those thus enlightened, for they
have found the God they are
connected to, the God within
them.

Your soul and those souls of
all others that you love are eter-
nal. Take care of your own soul
and nurture the souls of others.
This is the work of Heaven on
earth.
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