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This Time Was
Supposed to Be Different
By Lee H. Hamilton

The most important function Congress
serves is to debate and pass the federal
budget. I know — it also levies taxes,
imposes or relaxes regulations, and once
in a while nudges our social, economic or
political order in a meaningful way. But
the budget tells the government what to
do and makes it possible to do it. Every-
thing else follows from that.

Even at the best of times, passing a bud-
get is a test of Congress’s abilities. And
these aren’t the best of times. Its two
houses are controlled by Republicans who
don’t see eye to eye. The White House is
in the hands of a Democratic president
who really doesn’t agree with them.
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Blake Jones, left, of Lewisville,
tries his luck with a playing
card magician during Hart
Days. Blake is the grandson
of Weldon and Jonalyn Jones.
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HHS Class of 20015

First Baptist Church Vacation Bible School float

Kristen and Chad  Call display
the colors.

Parade announcer Mark Castillo
listens as Juanetta Bocko sings
the Star Spangled Banner
during the Hart Days parade.

Parade Marshals Weldon and
Jonalyn Jones with their sons, Scott
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