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Sheriff Sal Rivera announces  he
is seeking re-election as Sheriff of
Castro County, subject to action of
the Republican Primary Election
on March 1, 2016.  Rivera was ap-
pointed to the Office of Sheriff by
the Castro County Commissioners
Court on December 26, 2006, upon
the retirement of Sheriff CD
Fitzgearld.  He was sworn into of-
fice on January 1, 2007.  He has
run for the Office of Sheriff on two
occasions and  re-elected to the of-
fice in 2008 and 2012.

Rivera has lived in Castro
County since October 1989 when
he first came here to work for then
Sheriff Lonny Rhynes as a Deputy
Sheriff.  In May of 1990, he was
hired by the City of Dimmitt Po-
lice Department as a Police Of-
ficer.  Rivera worked for over 16
years with the City prior to being
appointed Sheriff.  He currently
has over 26 years of Law Enforce-
ment experience, all of which have
been in Dimmitt and Castro
County.

He attended the South Plains As-
sociation of Governments Re-
gional Law Enforcement Academy
in Lubbock in 1989.  He graduated
and obtained his Peace Officers Li-
cense.  He currently holds a Mas-
ter Peace Officers Certification
from the Texas Commission on
Law Enforcement (TCOLE) as
well as his Instructors License,
Firearms Instructors License and
his Jailers License.  He also is cer-
tified in the Standardized Field So-
briety Testing.  Rivera has over
3000 hours of training which in-
clude supervision courses, jail
courses, narcotics investigations
courses, criminal investigation
courses, FEMA Incident Com-
mand System training and recently
completed and graduated from the
FBI-Law Enforcement Executive
Development Association, which
included the Supervisor Leader-
ship, Command Leadership and
Executive Leadership.  Upon
completion, Rivera was awarded
the Leadership Trilogy Award.

Rivera is a life member of the
Sheriffs Association of Texas and
is appointed to the Jail Advisory

and TCOLE Advisory Commit-
tees.  He also belongs to the Texas
Jail Association, Texas Narcotics
Officers Association, National
Sheriffs’ Association, Texas Gang
Investigators Association and FBI-
Law Enforcement Executive De-
velopment Association.  He and his
wife Marie are members of the
Dimmitt Chamber of Commerce
and he has served in the past as a
Chamber Board Member.  Rivera
belongs to the Holy Cross Men’s
Group and is a Board Member of
the Castro County Historical Com-
mission.  He is a past member of
the Dimmitt Rotary Club, serving
as President 2004-2005.  While a
member of the Rotary Club, Rivera
received his Paul Harris Fellow-
ship Award.  Rivera also serves on
the Panhandle Regional Planning
Commission Board of Directors as
a Board Member.  He also serves
on the PRPC 911 Committee.

Rivera and his family have made
Dimmitt and Castro County their
home since October 1989.  They
are members of the Immaculate
Conception Church.

 “It is my goal to continue to pro-
vide the citizens of Castro County
with efficient and professional law
enforcement service in the every
day operations of the Sheriff’s Of-
fice,” said Sheriff Rivera.

 “It has been an honor and privi-
lege to serve the citizens of Castro
County and I am asking them for
their continued support and vote
in the upcoming Republican Pri-
mary Election.”
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